
Refugee Resettlement in Small Cities

Between 2015-2019, this project added four questions to the annual Vermonter Poll* to gauge public opinion regarding refugee
resettlement in Vermont. Due to the significant cutbacks to the resettlement program at the federal level and the COVID-19
pandemic, we did not ask these questions in 2020 and 2021. With the resumption of resettlement in Vermont in 2021-2022, we
have included these questions once again. In this update, we compare responses across six years of available data.

Since the 1980s, Vermont has resettled a total of approximately 8,000
refugees, almost all of them in Chittenden County (Bose, 2020). In the
latest round of resettlement, the placement of refugees has expanded

to several cities outside of Chittenden County including Brattleboro,
Bennington, Montpelier, and Rutland.

Vermonter Poll
Published July 21, 2022 in Burlington, VT

*The Vermonter Poll is a telephonic survey conducted by UVM each year, asking a representative sample of households from across the state their opinions
on various topics.

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT

Since the establishment of the United States Refugees Admissions Program (USRAP) in 1980, more than 3.5 million refugees
have been resettled in the U.S. from a number of countries and regions (Bose, 2020).


While the number of conflict-displaced persons across the world has risen dramatically – from just under 35 million people in
2010 to over 100 million people in 2022 (UNHCR,2022)– the willingness of third countries to accept the few who become
resettled refugees has shrunk (Bose, 2020).


The system of resettlement in the US functions as a public-private partnership between the federal government, state
governments, and one of nine non-governmental agencies. The exact structure of these partnerships varies by state (ibid).

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT IN VERMONT & CHITTENDEN COUNTY

Historically, somewhere between 300-350 refugees
have been resettled in Vermont each year. During the
Trump administration, successive halts and cuts to the
program resulted in less than a dozen refugees being
accepted by 2020 (RPC, 2022). In 2021-2022,
resettlement began in more significant numbers again,
with the state welcoming several hundred Afghan
newcomers.

The largest groups of refugees in Vermont are from Bhutan, Bosnia, Vietnam, Myanmar, Somalia, Afghanistan, Burundi, Congo-
Brazzaville, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Kosovo, Iraq, and Syria (Bose, 2020).




Some of the main challenges for resettlement include affordable housing, language support, educational access, and high-wage
employment. Refugees have been able to achieve significant successes in entry-level employment, K-12 educational outcomes,
and civic integration (Bose, 2020). 





Are you in favor of
resettling refugees
in Vermont?Q1

Where should
refugees be settled
in Vermont?Q2 Q3

Who should be most
responsible for helping
refugees adjust to life
in Vermont?

Q4
What do you believe is
the most important factor
in successful integration
of refugees in Vermont?

Vermonter Poll Questions Regarding Refugee Resettlement
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Question #1

Over the six years of data, an average of 83% of respondents have stated that they are in favor of refugee resettlement in
Vermont to one degree or another. Many Vermonters, an average of 41% between 2015 and 2022, have expressed a
desire for Vermont to remain a location for refugee resettlement at the current rate of approximately 300 refugees per
year.




SUPPORT FOR RESETTLEMENT

http://spatializingmigration.net/impact-on-host-communities/vermonter-poll/

Vermonter Poll 2015-2019, 2022

Are you in favor of resettling refugees in Vermont?

In favor (83%) Against or unsure (17%)

Vermonters For or Against Resettlement (2015-2019, 2022)
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The percentage of respondents in favor of "Yes, at the
current rate of approximately 300 per year” has
decreased since 2018, declining by 3.2% between
2018 and 2019 and by an additional 4.1% between
2019 and 2022. 




The percentage of respondents who believe that
refugees should be resettled at a higher rate increased
each year until 2019. 




There was a shift from 2019 to 2022, with an increase
in anti-refugee resettlement and a 4.4% decrease in
the percentage of respondents who indicated that
refugees should be resettled at a higher rate per year. 





A CLOSER LOOK
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Question #2

Vermonter Poll 2015-2019, 2022

Where should refugees be settled in Vermont?

Between 2015 and 2022, an average of 59% of
responses indicated that refugee resettlement should
occur evenly across Vermont. 





THE QUESTION OF PLACE
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The percentage of respondents that said they would prefer refugee resettlement to occur in Chittenden County
dropped 11% through the years, going from 16.3% in 2015 to just 5.3% in 2022.

http://spatializingmigration.net/impact-on-host-communities/vermonter-poll/

Open Responses

The statements below are some of the most common open-ended responses to the question of where refugees
should be resettled in Vermont:




“Refugees should not be placed in Vermont”

“Refugees should be able to choose”

“Where resources are available”

“Evenly across the state in proximity to
cities and large towns”

Average Responses 2015-2019, 2022



Question #3

Vermonter Poll 2015-2019, 2022

Who should be most responsible for helping refugees
adjust to life in Vermont?

This question repeatedly splits respondents the
most each year. 




“State government”, “Federal government”, and
“Local communities” have consistently garnered
the most responses, with “Non-profit
organizations” not far behind. 




“State government” and “Federal government”
have each received an average of 20% of
responses since 2015, while “Local communities”
has received an average of 16% of responses
between 2015 and 2022. 





ASSISTING REFUGEES
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There has been a growing emphasis on the
importance of local communities in helping
refugees adjust to Vermont. The percentage of
respondents that selected “Local communities” as
the most crucial factor has increased from 10.3%
to 20.9% since 2015. 





THROUGH THE YEARS
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“All of the above” was consistently one of the most popular open-ended responses from 2015 to 2019. Many people responded
that a combination of the various organizations/governments should be responsible for helping refugees adjust to Vermont and
that the duty should not fall on one single entity. 





http://spatializingmigration.net/impact-on-host-communities/vermonter-poll/
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Question #4

Vermonter Poll 2015-2019, 2022

What do you believe is the most crucial
factor in successful integration of
refugees into Vermont?

“Learning English” has been the
most common response, receiving
an average of 49% of responses
between 2015 and 2022. This
response has, however, significantly
declined over the past six years,
shrinking from receiving 57% of
responses in 2015 to 32.8% in
2022.

INTEGRATION &
LANGUAGE

“Getting a job” has remained the second most popular answer to this question with an average of 22% percent between 2015 and
2022. 




“Getting an education” has also received a substantial percentage of the vote each year, an average of 15%, but has declined in
percentage since 2016. 





THROUGH THE YEARS
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Average Responses 2015-2019, 2022

Since 2015, “All of the above” has been one of the most common open-ended responses, in addition to “a combination of the above
answers.” “Community support and acceptance” was another frequent open-ended response to this question. 





2.3% 
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